
 president’s message

The outside temperature as I write this is in 
the single digits. People in Westerleigh are 

struggling to stay warm. We know the milder tempera-
tures will come but we wish we could hurry them along. 
Our streets are laden with rock salt and we all yearn for 
the days in which  we can enjoy working in our yards 
with colorful shrubs and flowers.

Now that the holidays are in the past I hope all of  
you had enjoyable, festive days with family and friends. 
Many of  our homes were decorated beautifully and 
added to the festivity of  the season.

Work continues on our capital project on Waters and 
Fisk Avenues. The cold weather has slowed down the 
pace of  construction but the contractor is on target 
with the work to be done. As was expected, parking 
issues are always present with projects such as sewer 
construction. Every effort will be made to respond to 
concerns of  area residents.

Toward to the end of  January our dues renewal cam-
paign will begin. As approved by the membership at last 
May’s Annual Meeting, dues were increased to $20 for 
a regular membership to offset rising costs. Everyone’s 
speedy response to the campaign will make our opera-
tions run more smoothly.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if  there is an issue 
you feel the Society can assist you with.
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Upcoming Meetings
 Meeting begins at 8 pm 

Westerleigh Talks at 7 pm

Tuesday, February 6

Tuesday, March 6

Tuesday, April 3

Immanuel Union Church

693 Jewett Avenue
at the corner of  Maine Avenue

~Everyone Welcome~

2018 Dues Renewal 
    It’s that time of  the year: Our 
Membership Chair Fran DeSio 
is busy preparing the renewal 
notices for 2018. 
    We urge you to return your 
renewal notice as quickly as 
possible. Last spring the mem-
bership voted to increase the 
annual dues to $20 for a regu-
lar membership to meet ever-
increasing costs. Your help is 
needed to keep the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society the strong 
voice of  our community. Renew 
today.



Capital Project Update

As you would expect, 
the Wardwell Avenue 

Sewer Project is progressing 
during these winter months 
but at a slower pace than the 
warmer months. 

The Community Construc-
tion Liaison (CCL), Bob 
Orcinolo, has issued a project 
update for the first quarter 
of  2018. The proposed work 
schedule includes:
•	 Installation of  10-inch sani-

tary sewer on Waters Av-
enue from Dickie Avenue 
to Fisk Avenue.

•	 Installation of  10-inch 
sanitary sewer on Fisk from 
Maine Avenue to The Bou-
levard.

•	 Installation of  10-inch sani-

tary sewer on Maine from 
Willard Avenue to Fisk.

In addition, the contractor 
(EECruz) will notify home-
owners along the route of  the 
sewer construction that ac-
cess is required to the homes 
to perform a survey of  the 
sewer trap. The survey is nec-
essary because 
it provides cru-
cial informa-
tion so that the 
sanitary sewer 
is installed at 
an elevation 
that properly 
connects the 
homes.

The contact 
numbers for 

the CCL are (718) 487-9623 
(office) and (908) 421-2231 
(cell). 

For those residents who 
would like to receive a weekly 
email update please send an 
email request to wardwell-
aveccl@gmail.com. •
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The new Waters Avenue sanitary sewer being installed.

Old Goethals Bridge Span Removed

On Monday, January 15 
crews removed the 

iconic 350-foot main span 
of  the old Goethals Bridge 
which had opened to traffic in 
June 1928.  The span, slightly 
larger than a football field, 
was lowered by pulley 135 
feet onto a barge.

Construction of  the re-
placement bridge began in 
May 2014. The first of  the 
twin spans opened to traffic 
in June 2017 and the second 
span is due to open mid-2018. 

According to the Port 
Authority of  New York and 
New Jersey, new bridge fea-
tures include: 

• Three 12-foot-wide 

lanes in each direction 
replacing the original 
two narrow 10-foot-
wide lanes

• A 12-foot-wide outer 
shoulder and a 5-foot-
wide inner shoulder in 
each direction

• A 10-foot-wide side-
walk/bikeway along the 
northern edge of  the 
New Jersey-bound road-
way. •

A rendering of the new bridges, cour-
tesy of Port Authority of New York 

and New Jersey
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Water Bill Credit for Homeowners!

The December meeting of  the Wester-
leigh Improvement Society featured a 

presentation by renowned CSI geologist Alan 
Benimoff. Dr. Benimoff  reviewed the geo-
logical origins of  Staten Island. 

His talk totally absorbed the audience and 
concluded with the geological features of  
Westerleigh. The lively question-and-answer 
period gave residents an opportunity to learn 
about many different facets of  local geology 
that had puzzled them.

In addition to Dr. Benimoff ’s presentation, 
the audience received a surprise visit from 
NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer. 

Mr. Stringer thanked residents for their 
support on his reelection in November. He 
offered his office’s help on any issue with 
which our community requires assistance.•

Following a recent New York Court 
of  Appeals decision, the NYC Water 

Board has announced it will issue a one-time 
$183 credit to owners of  one, two and three 
family dwellings. 

The credit was delayed because of  a court 
challenge to an earlier Water Board decision 
made in 2016.  

Homeowners “should see the credit ap-
pearing in the next water bill they receive,” 
according to the Water Board. •

Highlights from the WIS Decemeber 2017 Meeting

A Presentation by Alan Benimoff, PhD, Professor/Geologist at CSI, CUNY  

and a Surprise Visit from NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer

	

WIS President Mike Morrell with Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announcing the water bill credit in May 2016.

Alan Benimoff discusses Staten 
Island’s natural history.

Scott Stringer surprised Wester-
leigh residents with a visit.

Mr. Stringer thanks the audience 
for supporting his reelection.



Important Numbers
* U.S. Congress, NY District 11
   Dan Donovan: 718-351-1062
* NYS Senate, District 24
   Andrew Lanza: 718-984-4073
* NYS Assembly, District 63
   Michael Cusick: 718-370-1384
* NYS Assembly , District 61
   Matthew Titone:  718-442-9932
* SI Borough President 
   James Oddo : 718-816-2000
* NYC Council, District 49
   Debi Rose: 718-556-7370
* NYC Council, District 50
   Steven Matteo: 718-980-1017
* Staten Island District Attorney 
   Michael McMahon: 718-876-6300
* 120th Precinct: 718-876-8500
* 121th Precinct: 718-697-8700
* Community Board 1: 718-981-6900
* P.S.30: 718-442-0462
* I.S. 51: 718-981-0502

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Annual Dues:
Resident Membership $20 ____  Associate Membership $30  ____

Name: _______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
E-Mail: ______________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________
if renewing: Membership # ________________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com
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