
President’s Message

Finally, at long last, Spring has arrived! It seemed 
like winter would never end. Snow, ice, sleet, road 

salt, ice melt and all of  the things associated with months of  Janu-
ary to March are fading into memory. Spring flowering plants are 
evident and the bulbs are pushing their green tips through the 
crust of  the soil.

The Society is preparing for our Annual Meeting on May 13. 
NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer will be the keynote speaker. I 
would urge as many of  you as possible to attend this important 
meeting. Comptroller Stringer will undoubtedly bring up many 
issues that are vital to us in Westerleigh as well as all of  Staten 
Island. 

The Department of  Sanitation has announced expansion of  the 
voluntary organic recycling program to all of  Westerleigh. Brown 
recycling containers will be distributed to the addresses in the new 
area east of  Jewett Avenue. Organic recycling will take place on the 
normal recycling day.  See the link for more information: www.nyc.
gov/site/dsny/resources/initiatives/nyc-organics-collection.page

The Society, working with our City Council Member Steve Mat-
teo and the DOT, has requested resurfacing on many streets in 
Westerleigh. We have been aggressive in making sure our commu-
nity is given DOT attention. It’s been a rough winter and our roads 
show it. 

Finally, the Parks Department has notified us that street tree 
pruning will begin in May and continue through August in our 
neighborhood. This is part of  a project to reduce tree issues on all 
of  our streets by proactively removing problems.

 As always, if  there is an issue the Society can help you with 
please let us know.

THE VOICE OF WESTERLEIGH
Newsletter of  the Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc.

PO Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314
www.wisonline.org

April 2015
        Vol. 51 No. 2  
        Circulation: 850

Membership Renewals 
~Thank you~

Our annual membership 
renewal drive is producing 

outstanding results. Almost 450 
members renewed their member-
ship within the first weeks of  the 
drive. Many contributed far more 
than required.       
              Con’t on page 3 

Westerleigh 

Improvement Society

Annual Meeting
Guest Speaker:

NYC Comptroller

SCOTT M. STRINGER

Wednesday, May 13 at 8 PM 

Immanuel Union Chuurch

693 Jewett Avenue

~ Everyone Welcome ~

Refreshments Will Be Served

Serving the Westerleigh community for 122 years

Important Numbers

Borough Hall: 718-816-2000

120th Precinct: 718-876-8500

121th Precinct: 718-697-8700

U.S. 11th C.D. Office: 718-351-1062

NYS Senator Andrew Lanza:         
718-984-4073

NYS Assemblyman Michael Cusick: 
718-370-1384

NYS Assemblyman Matthew 
Titone: 718-442-9932

NYC 49th Council Member Debi 
Rose: 718-556-7370

NYC 50th Council Member  Steven 
Matteo: 718-980-1017

Public School 30: 718-442-0462

Community Board 1: 718-981-6900

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues:
Resident Membership $10 ___  Associate Membership $20  ___

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________
if renewing: Membership # _______________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com
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In Memoriam: Larry Dober

It is with great sadness the 
Society learned of  the pass-

ing of  former Vice President and 
Director Larry Dober. Larry was 
active in the Society for many 
years,  serving as Chairman of  
the Westerleigh Park Festival and 
being involved in many efforts to 
preserve the history of  our com-
munity. 

Most prominently he was a 
vital part of  a joint effort with 
the Staten Island Color Photogra-
phers that documented all aspects 
of  Westerleigh over a 12 month 

period. More than 2,000 slides 
were taken and subsequently ed-
ited into a one hour show entitled 
“Westerleigh: The Town That 
Temperance Built.” The presenta-
tion was shown in many locations 
on Staten Island and, most im-
portantly, became the source of  
research for the book of  the same 
title that Larry wrote with other 
WIS directors and the Society 
published in 2000. Over 1,700 
copies have been sold to date.

Larry moved from Westerleigh 
in 2003 to live in Nantucket, MA. 

As one of  his daughters re-
lated, Larry may have moved from 
Westerleigh, but his heart always 
remained here.•

If  you really want to get Ed 
Malone’s blood boiling, just 

mention water. Or, more specifi-
cally, water rates.

For the past decade, the trea-
surer of  the Westerleigh Improve-
ment Society has been waging 
what has been essentially a one-
man crusade against the seemingly 
endless rate hikes for water usage 
imposed on city residents by the 
Water Board and the Department 
of  Environment Protection. It’s a 
battle he’s lost each year – and he 
expects to lose again this year – 
but that doesn’t deter him in the 
least.

“I consider it a challenge,” Ed 
said recently about his efforts to 
hold the city accountable for the 
yearly increases, which have seen 
the rates rise a staggering 254% 
since 1995, and which are expect-
ed to go up an additional 3.24% 
beginning in July. That translates 
into $28 more a year for the aver-
age homeowner.

The Chandler Avenue resident 
will be in attendance once again 
on April 27, at 7:30 pm at the 
JCC, 1466 Manor Road, when the 
Water Board conducts its hearing 
on Staten Island. He’ll once again 
deliver his allotted five-minute ar-
gument against the proposed rate 
hike, then hand the board in his 
carefully documented written case, 
but he already knows the outcome 
weeks before the meeting.

“I guess you could say I’m 

the Don Quixote of  our day,” 
he laughed, evoking a parallel 
between Cervantes’ famous char-
acter who strove in vain to bring 
a sense of  order to a tumultuous 
world. Which is exactly what Ed 

Malone is trying to do with the 
Water Board and the DEP. It’s a 
frustrating task, one where reason 
and logic take a back seat to poli-
tics, according to Malone.

The increases are proposed by 
the DEP, with the Mayor’s back-
ing, then rubber-stamped by the 
Water Board, the majority of  
whose members are appointed by 
– you guessed it – the mayor.

“The DEP tries to put the rate 
increases in a good light, that the 
rate is lower than the 3.35% it 
went up last year,” he says. But as 
Malone knows better than anyone, 
once you start to examine the rate 
hikes more closely, the reasoning 
behind the need for the increases 
are found to be flawed.

“There’s no oversight, no su-
pervision,” he points out. Nothing 
is ever thought out completely, 
and mistakes are never corrected, 
according to him. He then goes 

on to cite a number of  examples, 
such as no-bid contracts, project 
delays (including one – the repair 
of  the leaking Delaware Aqueduct 
– that has gone on for more than 
30 years), conflicts of  interest 
among members of  the DEP and 
Water Board and salary increases, 
soaring construction costs, rental 
payments to the city and paying 
off  the interest on bonds. 

Malone’s ire extends to the 
mayor, pointing out that when 
Bill DeBlasio was the Public 
Advocate, he argued vehemently 
against the water rate hikes, point-
ing out that the fees charged are 
more than what’s needed to cover 
the cost of  providing water to 
residents. Now that’s he’s mayor, 
however, that same policy contin-
ues. A portion of  your bill goes 
into the city’s general fund, which 
as Malone tells the Water Board 
each year, is ridiculous.

But even Malone knows what’s 
going to happen after the April 27 
meeting. “It’s a foregone conclu-
sion the rates are going up,” he 
said. “It’s a pro-forma effort on 
my part.” 

Still, he has no plans to stop 
his attacks against the city. “I 
guess they (the Water Board) are 
sick and tired of  hearing me,” he 
says, “but the way they do things, 
we’re never going to get out from 
under.” And you can bet that next 
year, Malone will once again let 
the Water Board hear about it.  •

Water Board Meeting info on page 32 3

North Shore Post, VFW 7172

The Veterans 
of  Foreign 

Wars, North Shore 
Post 7172, is seek-

ing eligible veterans who may 
wish to become members of  their 
Post. To qualify, you must have 
served in a war zone during war 
time (e.g. WWII, Korea, Vietnam 
or the Middle East.) 

The Ladies Auxiliary is also 
welcoming new members. 

For information call Post 7172 
at (718) 447-5041.

The VFW Post is located at 
49 The Boulevard, and you can 
visit their website at http://www.
post7172.com/ •

Street tree pruning will begin in 
May and continue through August 
by private pruning services under 
contract to the Department of  
Parks

The organic recycling program 
is being expanded in May to the 
east side of  Jewett Avenue. The 
voluntary program will distribute 
brown containers to those streets 
that are new to the program. 

Street resurfacing will begin in 
June with the DOT paving after 
the streets have been milled. We 
will list streets in our next news-
letter

Want to Pay More for Water? 
Join Ed Malone and tell the Water 
Board what you think about their 
rate hikes. 

April 27, 7:30 pm 

JCC - 1466 Manor Road

Ed Malone has been fighting a one man battle 
agaisnt the DEP’s constant water rate hikes.

Thank You,  con’t from page 1 

This allows the Society to 
continue its activities and give our 
collective voice more strength.

Those who missed the initial 
membership period can send their 
renewals in at any time. Member-
ship cards were mailed to those 
who have renewed to date. •

These Veltman Avenue boulders were 
unearthed during the sewer project.

This and That in Westerleigh

A Crusader Takes on NYC Water Board’s Rate Hikes
by Lou Bergonzi


