
 president’s message

Westerleigh is quickly moving into the warm 
weather months. With the chilly days of  spring 

behind us, we look forward to outdoor activity, barbeques and 
upcoming vacations.

There was a wonderful turnout for the Society’s Annual Meet-
ing, which featured Councilman Steven Matteo as guest speaker. 
Steven brought his entire staff  with him to Immanuel Union 
Church to note concerns and to follow-up on many of  the issues 
that concerned residents. 

The Society presented him with a com-
memorative plaque to thank him for the 
hard work that his office performs on our 
behalf  all year long. Our editor, Lou Ber-
gonzi, has included an article in this issue 
updating you on the issues discussed at the meeting. Also at our 
annual meeting a aerial drone video of  Westerleigh was presented 
to great acclaim. See page 3 for a link to view this video on You 
Tube.

There will be ongoing street repaving throughout the summer 
as well as the final resurfacing of  the Jewett Avenue storm and 
sanitary sewer project. 

Residents wishing to have a city tree planted on the curbside in 
front of  their home should notify the Society.

Residents should take note of  the article about the rebate from 
the DEP on your water bill on page 3 of  this issue.

The progress of  construction in Westerleigh Park is ongoing 
and there should be substantial completion by the end of  the sum-
mer. Let’s hope for a speedy completion so that our beloved park 
can be once again be used by all.

Please let us know if  there is any issue that you feel we can as-
sist you with.
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Upcoming Meetings
 Meeting begins at 8 pm. 

Westerleigh Talks at 7 pm.

tuesday,  september  6

tuesday, october 4

tuesday, november 1

Immanuel Union Chuurch

693 Jewett Avenue
at the corner of  Maine Ave.

~ Everyone Welcome ~

membership 
renewal reminder

Please check your mail-
ing label to see the last 
year that your dues were 
paid. 

If  2016 is printed on the 
top line of  your label, you 
are up-to-date and there is 
no need to send any dues at 
this time. If  you are in ar-
rears, you may use the cou-
pon on the back page of  the 
newsletter to pay this year’s 
dues. Thank you! •
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councilman steven matteo – wis annual meeting guest speaker
By Lou Bergonzi

The Annual 
Meeting of  

the Westerleigh Im-
provement Society 
wasn’t billed as a 
homecoming party 
for one of  its favor-
ite sons, but it could 
have been.

New York City 
Councilman Steven 
Matteo (R-50th Dis-
trict) – once voted the “most 
popular boy” in the 5th grade at 
PS 30 – was the featured speaker 
at the May 18 meeting, held at 
Immanuel Union Church on 
Jewett Avenue. And right from 
the start, it was plain to the 
large crowd in attendance that 
Westerleigh’s problems are his 
problems and he was doing all 
he could to provide solutions for 
the community’s most pressing 
issues.

Matteo, who lives only blocks 
from where he grew up in West-
erleigh, is the current Minority 
Leader of  the City Council. He 
considers himself  his home-
town’s “voice” in all matters 
before the Council. As such, he 
said, he “needs to see we get our 
slice of  the pie.” That especially 
includes, he said, the current 
budget, which is under con-
sideration, and which needs to 
include allocations for a number 
of  present and future projects.

He then got specific with a 
number of  examples.

• The Jewett Avenue re-surfac-
ing project, long overdue and 
currently underway. More 
money is still needed to fin-
ish the job properly.

• Money for a desperately 
needed new emergency room 
at Richmond University 
Medical Center. Since the 
city’s Health and Hospital 
Corporation will not fund a 
new hospital in this borough, 
it is essential that we get 
financial help to upgrade the 
existing facilities.

• Mosquito spraying. Staten 
Island is the borough most 
susceptible to threats from 
West Nile and Zika viruses.

 He also pointed out some of  
the more recent projects which 
he was instrumental in getting 
for Staten Island.

1. We are the home for the 
pilot program for e-waste curb 
pickup for elctronics, which be-
gins in September. It is slated to 
complement the regular e-waste 
drop-off  program.

2. He saw to it 
that funds were 
allocated to have 
AED’s at all Little 
League fields begin-
ning next year. That 
applies to the West-
erleigh Little Guys 
baseball and softball 
leagues, where he 

serves as a coach.

3. Despite ac-
knowledging that our water bills 
are much too high, he pointed 
out that he was in the forefront 
of  the fight to get homeowners 
a $183 credit for this year.

4. His “Clean Team” – head-
ed by Dennis McKeon – has 
cleaned up more than 200 loca-
tions in the past year, targeting 
roadside litter, weeds and graf-
fiti. He expects that number to 
surpass 300 this year. (He urges 
residents to send him locations 
needing cleanups.)

And then there are the battles 
which are still to be settled, but 
are currently on his radar.

He is getting the NYS De-
partment of  Transportation to 
take a look at light timings for a 
number of  notoriously jammed 
intersections, including the 
Bradley and Slosson Avenue ex-
its of  the Staten Island Express-
way. He is also trying to increase 
police patrols to keep streets 
free of  double-parked cars near 
PS 29 and PS 30.

continued on page 3

Councilman Matteo, a Westerleigh resident himself, answered questions 
and shared his efforts on behalf  of  Staten Island in the NYC Council.
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drone flight over 
westerleigh

For the Annual Meeting this 
year the Society commissioned an 
overflight of  Westerleigh by an 
unmanned drone that was piloted 
by Mike Adamo. Flying at 375 
feet, the craft passed over many 
streets and landmarks in our com-
munity. 

The video’s initial showing 
received enormous acclaim at the 
meeting and has been posted on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-gjjmvrXvKo. 
Lasting about 17 minutes and 
accompanied by music, it gives 
the viewer a close-up look of  the 
churches, stores, PS 30 and the 
parks of  Westerleigh. •

patriotic sunday cancelled this year
Due to ongoing construction in Westerleigh Park, the Parks Department will 
not issue a permit for the Patriotic Sunday celebration in the park this year.

The South Shore Band is disappointed that they could not perform their an-
nual concert. We are hopeful that next year’s performance will be better than 
ever in our newly refurbished park. .•

$183 water bill credit for 1 and 2 family homeowners

At its May 2016 meeting the 
NYC Water Board approved 

a 2.1% increase in rates effective 
July 1, 2016. In addition the Board 
approved a one-time credit of  $183 
for all one and two family home-
owners. 

Mayor de Blasio has decided 
not to charge the Water Board for 
rental of  the city’s water distribu-
tion system. That charge will be 
credited to the ratepayers this year 
as a credit on their bills. Next year 

there will be 
hopefully lower 
expenses for the 
Water Board to 
calculate into our 
bills and presum-
ably a smaller 
increase.

The Society 
has been testify-
ing at the Water 
Board hearings for many years in 
opposition to the large increases we 

have experienced. We will continue 
to press for lower rates for all rate-
payers in our city water system. •

He is working closely with the 
Victory Boulevard Merchants Asso-
ciation to bring more customers to 
those local businesses in an ongoing 
effort to instill more economic vital-
ity to the area. He praised such ef-
forts as the upcoming June 4 Restau-
rant Stroll along Victory Boulevard.

He also conceded that the soon-
to-begin sewer project in and around 
Markham Place – slated to start 
next spring – will create temporary 
problems and “hassles” but it is des-
perately needed to alleviate the bad 
flooding that has plagued the area 
for years.

He concluded with a question 
and answer session that brought to 
light a number of  concerns from 
residents, many of  which dealt 
with quality of  life and traffic is-
sues. Those included problems with 
traffic lights, parking in and around 
the Staten Island Ferry Terminal, 
parking problems on Jewett Avenue, 
the proliferation of  designated bike 

lanes and the installation of  
LED street lights.

At the end of  his talk, WIS 
President Michael Morrell pre-
sented the councilman with a plaque 
thanking him for his dedication to 
Westerleigh. •

WIS Annual Meeting, continued

Westerleigh residents packed Immanuel 
Union Church for Coucnilman Steven 
Matteo’s presentation.



Important Numbers

Borough Hall: 718-816-2000

120th Precinct: 718-876-8500

121th Precinct: 718-697-8700

U.S. Congressman Dan Donovan: 
718-351-1062

NYS Senator Andrew Lanza:         
718-984-4073

NYS Assemblyman Michael Cusick: 
718-370-1384

NYS Assemblyman Matthew 
Titone: 718-442-9932

NYC 49th Council Member Debi 
Rose: 718-556-7370

NYC 50th Council Member  Steven 
Matteo: 718-980-1017

Public School 30: 718-442-0462

Community Board 1: 718-981-6900

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues:
Resident Membership $10 ___  Associate Membership $20  ___

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________
if renewing: Membership # _______________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com

Officers:     Newsletter Design:
President–Mike Morrell   Regina Paleau
Vice President–Mark Anderson  Newsletter Editor
Treasurer–Ed Malone    Lou Bergonzi
Secretary–Frances Genereux   

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc
P.O. Box 140-043
Staten Island, NY 10314
www.wisonline.org

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID    
Permit #99       

Staten Island, N.Y.


