
 president’s message

As we experience our last cookout, enjoy the last 
warm days of  summer and begin to think about 

the cooler weather ahead, many projects are being completed in 
Westerleigh. The Jewett Avenue sewer project has been completed 
and has lived up to the promise of  relieving serious flooding is-
sues in our community. As we complete that project, the next 
infrastructure job is being prepared for. The Wardwell Avenue 
storm and sanitary sewer project is set to begin in earnest in the 
spring. A more complete description of  what is planned is in this 
issue of  the newsletter.

 We are working with our councilman Steven Matteo in 
getting many of  our streets resurfaced before the winter sets in. 
Jewett Avenue has been resurfaced this past season and several 
other roads are in the pipeline for improvement.

 Some newly cleared lots in Westerleigh have been filled 
with newer homes that are in compliance with the zoning in much 
of  our community that allows for only single family homes. The 
Society monitors all new construction permits to make sure they 
comply. If  you notice something that concerns you, please let us 
know.

 Please watch the announcements of  our meetings on our 
website. Our Vice President Mark Anderson prepares Westerleigh 
Talks on different aspects of  the history of  our community which 
are presented just before our regular monthly meetings. They are 
well worth your time and attention.

 Once again, if  there is an issue that you feel we can be of  
assistance with please let us know.
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Upcoming Meetings
 Meeting begins at 8 pm. 

Westerleigh Talks at 7 pm.

tuesday, october 4

tuesday, november 1

tuesday,  December  6

Immanuel Union Chuurch

693 Jewett Avenue
at the corner of  Maine Ave.

~ Everyone Welcome ~

membership 
renewal reminder

Please check your mail-
ing label to see the last 
year that your dues were 
paid. 

If  2016 is printed on the 
top line of  your label, you 
are up-to-date and there is 
no need to send any dues at 
this time. If  you are in ar-
rears, you may use the cou-
pon on the back page of  the 
newsletter to pay this year’s 
dues. Thank you! •
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Neighborhood Policing in Westerleigh 

About a year ago a new 
program was initiated by 

the NYPD that was designed to 
make local policing more re-
sponsive to the community. 

In the past police officers 
were moved from place to place 
within a precinct as the needs of  
the department changed. Many 
times issues that were being 
looked into by one officer had to 
be ‘retaught’ to the next officer 
as personnel moved. 

All that changed in the 120th 
Precinct last year, as Community 
Policing officers were perma-
nently assigned to sectors within 
the command. In addition a 

Neighborhood Coordination Of-
ficer was assigned to each sec-
tor to oversee the work of  the 
neighborhood police officers. 

The Westerleigh section of  
the 120th Precinct has been 
fortunate to have these officers 
work with the Society and attend 
our monthly meetings. Detec-
tive Greg Smith and Officer Bill 
Meems have attended almost 
all of  our meetings and have 
given residents an opportunity 
to make comments on neighbor-
hood conditions. 

The Society would like 
to thank the 120th Precinct 
commanding officer, Deputy           

Inspector Robert Bocchino, for 
his assistance in maintaining this 
program. It is the Society’s hope 
that the Community Policing 
program be expanded to the 
121th precinct as well. •

continued on page 3

Wardwell Avenue Sewer Project Update

After much discussion 
between our elected 

officials and the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, the DEP 
(Department of  Environmen-
tal Protection) and the city’s 
DDC (Department of  Design 
and Construction) have be-
gun preparation work on the 
Wardwell Avenue Sewer Project. 
Residents in the affected streets 
have complained for years about 
flooding conditions and inad-
equate sanitary sewers. 

 This article will try to 
give our members a short out-
line of  which streets will be af-
fected and what will be installed 
in those locations. Prior to the 
actual construction all residents 
in the area of  the project will 

be invited to a pre-construction 
meeting by the DDC explaining 
the entire project. Anticipated 
start of  the project is spring of  
2017.

Here are the streets involved 
and what is planned for them:

Storm and Sanitary Sewers 
and Water Mains 

Installation/Replacement:
• Markham Place between 

Jewett Avenue and Wardwell 
Avenue

• Waters Avenue between Jew-
ett Avenue and Fisk Avenue

Sanitary Sewers 
and Water Mains 

Installation/Replacement:
• Deems Avenue between The 

Boulevard and Markham 
Place

• Leonard Avenue between 
Jewett Avenue and Fisk 
Avenue
Storm and Sanitary Sewers 
Installation/Replacement:

• Fisk Avenue between Waters 
Avenue and Maine Avenue

• Wardwell Avenue between 
Leonard Avenue and the 
Dead End

Sanitary Sewers Only 
Installation/Replacement:

• Waters Avenue between Fisk 

“Properly staffed 
and equipped, the 
neighborhood-policing 
plan can form the foundation of  a 
new understanding between police 
and communities, finding common 
ground on local ground.”      

William J. Bratton 
NYC Police Commissioner

Gas line relocation at Waters and Wardwell 
Avenues in preparation for next year’s work.
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Victory Boulevard Merchants 
Fall Festival 2016 

Sunday, October 30, 12 to 2 pm

The Victory Boulevard Merchants Association has scheduled its annual Fall Festi-
val for Sunday, October 30. Participating merchants will prepare giveaways and offer 
entertainment. The festival will run from 12 to 2 PM and will be held from Bradley 
Avenue to Manor Road. •

Westerleigh Park Capital Project

It looks like the end has been 
reached for the Westerleigh 

Park renovation project. The Parks 
Department has announced the 
completion of  the project before 
the September 30th target date. 

Over the past year many planned 
events had to be cancelled because 
of  the ongoing work.

According to the design for the 
park the following major improve-
ments were made:
• Installation of  drainage swales 

along the Willard Avenue side 
of  the park

• Creation of  two rain gardens on 
the Maine Avenue and Spring-
field Avenue sides of  the park 
to connect to the swales

• Reconstruction of  the four en-
trance plazas of  the park

• Repaving of  the park paths 

including the addition of  new 
benches and litter baskets

• Landscaping with new shrubs 
and plantings

The work was necessitated by a 
serious erosion problem caused by 
heavy rainfall and overflow of  near-
by streets into the park. New storm 
sewer work on Willard Avenue has 
greatly reduced water overflow 
into the east side of  the park. The 
swales are designed to capture any 
water before it can erode soil in the 
park and direct it to the rain gar-
dens for gradual assimilation. . •

• Avenue and Bidwell Avenue
• Dakota Place between Waters 

Avenue and Markham Place

More information and a map of  
the area will be available in the news-
letter as released. •

The Willard Avenue park entrance gets a 
makeover. The renovation is now complete.

A completed section of  the project at the inter-
section of  Jewett and Ravenhurst Avenues.

Tentative Fall 2016   

Street Resurfacing
The following streets are slated 
for resurfacing: Livermore Avenue 
from Forest to Victory. * Crystal 
Avenue from Victory to Forest. * 
Mountainview Avenue from Victo-
ry to North Gannon. * Gansevoort 
Boulevard from Victory to North 
Gannon. *Clermont Place from 
Victory to Westwood. * Quinlan 
Avenue from Victory to North 
Gannon. * Perry Avenue from Vic-
tory to North Gannon. * Wheeler 
Avenue from Victory to North 
Gannon.

continued from page 2

Jewett and Constant Avenues where one 
home, formerly a doctor’s office, will be 
replaced with two single family homes.

165 Woolley Avenue, formerly a back-
yard, will soon have a single family home.



Important Numbers

Borough Hall: 718-816-2000
120th Precinct: 718-876-8500
121th Precinct: 718-697-8700
U.S. Congressman Dan Donovan: 
718-351-1062
NYS Senator Andrew Lanza:         
718-984-4073
NYS Assemblyman Michael Cusick: 
718-370-1384
NYS Assemblyman Matthew 
Titone: 718-442-9932
NYC 49th Council Member Debi 
Rose: 718-556-7370
NYC 50th Council Member  Steven 
Matteo: 718-980-1017
Public School 30: 718-442-0462
Community Board 1: 718-981-6900

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues:
Resident Membership $10 ___  Associate Membership $20  ___

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________
if renewing: Membership # _______________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com

Officers:     Newsletter Design:
President–Mike Morrell   Regina Paleau
Vice President–Mark Anderson  Newsletter Editor
Treasurer–Ed Malone    Lou Bergonzi
Secretary–Frances Genereux   
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