
 president’s message

As I write this, snowing is falling and my neighbors 
are struggling to keep sidewalks and driveways 

clear. But the white blanket makes the neighborhood look pristine 
and gives a wintry mantle unique to the season.

With the holidays behind us we begin the coldest months 
with an eye to the upcoming spring and what lays ahead for 
our community. One group that will be missing will be the 
Friends of  Westerleigh Park. The volunteer group has dis-
banded, and the reason is explained in an article on page 3. 
The work they have done over the past 16 years has beauti-
fied the park and has provided the community with many 
activities. They will be greatly missed.

The police have reminded us that car surfing (individuals 
randomly checking car doors) is on the rise. Many opportuni-
ties for thieves can be avoided by simply locking our cars and 
keeping valuables out of  sight. Reports of  this crime have 
been occurring in all parts of  Westerleigh. Cars parked off-
street in driveways are not immune. 

I would urge any residents who feel they have an issue 
that the Society can help with to attend a monthly meeting at 
Immanuel Union Church or email us. Our meetings are held 
the first Tuesday of  each month. The January meeting had 
representatives from seven (!) elected officials: State Senator 
Lanza, State Assemblymen Titone and Cusick, City Comp-
troller Scott Stringer, Borough President Oddo, Council 
Member Matteo and District Attorney McMahon. Your issue 
will be heard and every effort will be made to assist.
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Upcoming Meetings
 Meeting begins at 8 pm. 

Westerleigh Talks at 7 pm.

tuesday, February 7

tuesday, March 7 

 tuesday,  April 4

Immanuel Union Chuurch

693 Jewett Avenue
at the corner of  Maine Ave.

 ~ Everyone Welcome ~

Dues Renewal Kickoff
Membership Chair Fran DeSio 

will be mailing renewal notices in 
the next few weeks to all mem-
bers for 2017 dues. Those mem-
bers who have already paid will 
not receive a notice. It is impor-
tant that members respond as 
soon as possible in order for the 
Society’s functions to continue.

Your promptness in past years 
has allowed us to provide infor-
mation through our newsletter 
and to support the volunteers of  
our organization in all they do 
for the community.
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Dangerous Ponding Conditions 

Recently resurfaced streets in Westerleigh 
have made car travel smoother and more 

comfortable. In the process of  resurfacing the 
DOT has created some ponding conditions 
that have been reported to the Society. Water 
that is a  nuisance in warm weather is danger-
ous in the cold weather of  January. Icy inter-
sections are a hazard for both cars and pedes-
trians.

Residents have reported ponding at various 
intersections along Livermore Avenue and Jew-
ett Avenue. The DOT has been informed of  
these conditions and hopefully will remediate 
the ponding when the weather permits. •

When Watchogue Road 
was only a quiet path run-
ning down through the farms 
there was no reason to be 
concerned about it being ad-
equate to serve the needs of  
the community. It did what it 
was intended to do, as people 
casually walked in the peaceful 
roadway on their occasional 
errands.

Today, however, Watchogue 
Road presents a problem. 
There is heavy traffic, both 
pedestrian and automobiles, 
trucks and buses… There are 
not enough sidewalks to allow 
pedestrians to pass in safety. 

Children walking to school 
must walk in the road with 
the heavy traffic…  as side-
walks are often non-existent 
on both sides of  the road. 
Stores near Livermore Avenue 
have had parking completely 
eliminated on one side of  the 
street. The other side of  the 
street has had one third of  its 
length gobbled up by a bus 
stop…

What is to be done? The 
residents along Watchogue 
Road should, in courtesy to 
their neighbors, provide side-
walks, or at least walkways, 
for pedestrians. They should 

do this now, before a child 
or an adult is injured in the 
street. The bus stop should 
be moved back to its original 
site, on the opposite side of  
the street. This would give the 
stores a better opportunity to 
attract customers. 

For the city to install side-
walks, condemnation proceed-
ings will have to be initiated 
to acquire title…

The Westerleigh Improve-
ment Society will continue to 
concern itself  with the need 
for improvement of  Wa-
tchogue Road…. •

Echoes From “the Voice of Westerleigh”
~ Road Improvement Projects Through The Years ~

 We wanted to provide an update on the Victory Boulevard/Manor Road intersection improvement project, but there is noth-
ing new to report. The NYC DDC hopes to complete the property acquisition for the project in 2017.  The Society has been 
active in many such community projects over the years, helping preserve Westerleigh’s quality of  life. Here’s a Spring 
1968 newsletter article about Watchogue Road and its need for modernization, edited for length.
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Friends of  Westerleigh 
Park, a group that dedi-

cated itself  to the care, pres-
ervation and community uti-
lization of  Westerleigh Park, 
has disbanded.

The organization, which 
was formed in 2000 by De-
nise Lakeman, cited its in-
ability to conform with New 
York City insurance regula-
tions as the chief  reason for 
its action, which was made 
official this past December 19.

The decision came fol-
lowing a meeting with Staten 
Island Parks Commissioner 
Lynda Ricciardone at which 
time the group was officially 

informed it needed liability 
insurance to cover member 
volunteers working at the 
park. 

Members of  the non-profit 
group felt they were not 
financially able to cover the 
costs of  such a policy. The 
group had hoped its members 
could be covered by the Parks 
Department under its liabil-

ity protection or other self-
insured policies. When told 
that was not possible under 
current city regulations, the 
group said it would disband.

State Assemblyman Mi-
chael Cusick and New York 
City Council Member Steven 
Matteo attempted to help the 
group with funding, but no 
agreement could be reached.

During its existence, 
Friends of  Westerleigh Park 
sponsored various clean-ups, 
family events and movies at 
the park, which was donated 
to the city in 1907 by the Na-
tional Prohibition Park Com-
pany. •

Upcoming Sewer Project 
~ Concerns About Property Damage ~

There was a concern 
voiced at a recent Soci-

ety meeting that homeowners 
might sustain property dam-
age due to construction dur-
ing the sewer project due to 
start in the spring of  2017.

A representative of  Comp-
troller Scott Stringer pointed 
out that homeowners have a 
right to file a claim against the 
city should property be dam-
aged or destroyed. 

The link to obtain the ap-
propriate form is: https://
comptroller.nyc.gov/services/
for-the-public/claims/file-a-
claim/

Prior to the actual con-
struction beginning, a com-
munity meeting will be an-
nounced and all questions 
regarding construction will be 
addressed. A community con-
struction liaison will be ap-
pointed to handle day to day 
questions and concerns. •

Police advise all Wester-
leigh residents to take 

precautions due to a recent 
spate of  car surfing incidents 
(individuals randomly check-
ing for open car doors). 

The Society is reminding 
everyone to remove all valu-
ables and lock car doors, even 
those kept in driveways. Bet-
ter safe than sorry! •

Lock 
Your 
Car

Friends of Westerleigh Park - Goodbye & Thank You



Important Numbers

Borough Hall: 718-816-2000

120th Precinct: 718-876-8500

121th Precinct: 718-697-8700

U.S. Congressman Dan Donovan: 
718-351-1062

NYS Senator Andrew Lanza:         
718-984-4073

NYS Assemblyman Michael Cusick: 
718-370-1384

NYS Assemblyman Matthew 
Titone: 718-442-9932

NYC 49th Council Member Debi 
Rose: 718-556-7370

NYC 50th Council Member  Steven 
Matteo: 718-980-1017

Public School 30: 718-442-0462

Community Board 1: 718-981-6900

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues:
Resident Membership $10 ___  Associate Membership $20  ___

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________
if renewing: Membership # _______________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com

Officers:     Newsletter Design:
President–Mike Morrell   Regina Paleau
Vice President–Mark Anderson  Newsletter Editor
Treasurer–Ed Malone    Lou Bergonzi
Secretary–Frances Genereux   
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