
 president’s message

We have finally moved into the warmer days of  
spring after weeks of  below normal temps. Our 

lawns and gardens are exploding with growth and color. 
It takes all of  our efforts to keep up with the forces of  nature.

I hope many of  you were able to attend our annual meeting 
on May 17. We were addressed by Staten Island District Attorney 
Michael McMahon. Mike was accompanied by many members of  
his staff  and was able to outline the latest initiatives of  his office. 
(Read more about the meeting in an article by Lou Bergonzi inside 
this newsletter.)

This summer we are once again hosting the South Shore Band 
in Westerleigh Park on June 25. After last year’s hiatus the Patri-
otic Sunday in Westerleigh Park will resume. The bandstand will 
be festooned with the red, white and blue. Refreshments will be 
served and all are welcome to this free event. In addition, Borough 
President Oddo’s office will feature a Sunset Concert in Wester-
leigh Park during the month of  July. The date will be announced in 
the press.

As I write this there has been no further information about the 
Wardwell Avenue sewer project. The project is slated to begin after 
school closes for the summer. We will post any new information 
on our website www.wisonline.org

Finally, even though the Society does not hold monthly meet-
ings during the months of  July and August, we are always available 
to call on, if  you have an issue that you feel we can assist you with. 
Please email us at wis_si@yahoo.com to let us know if  we can 
help.

Serving the Westerleigh community for 125 years

Westerleigh          
Little Guys & Gals 
Celebrate 50 Years

On April 22 old timers and 
newcomers alike met in North-

erleigh Park to mark the 50th Anniver-
sary of  the Westerleigh Little League. 
Old timers, such as former Borough 
President Ralph Lamberti, were on 
hand to renew old friendships and to 
be proud of  the growth of  the league 
over the past half  century.

Hundreds of  boys and girls gather 
at Charles McLaughry Field every 
week to play and enjoy America’s fa-
vorite pastime. The dedicated support 
of  many coaches and countless parents 
make that possible. •

Patriotic Sunday in Westerleigh Park
Sunday, June 25 at 2 PM 

Featuring the music of The South Shore Band

Bring Folding Chairs. Refreshments Will Be Served.

THE VOICE OF WESTERLEIGH
Newsletter of  the Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc.

PO Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

www.wisonline.org

    June 2017     
   Vol. 52 No. 3     Circulation: 850 
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8 PM. Immanuel Union Church



District Attorney Michael Mcmahon 
Addresses the Annual WIS Meeting

By Lou Bergonzi

When President Michael 
Morrell introduced 

Michael McMahon to the au-
dience at the annual meeting 
of  the Westerleigh Improve-
ment Society on May 17, he 
mentioned that the Staten 
Island District Attorney was a 
familiar face in the neighbor-
hood.

He wasn’t exaggerating.
McMahon, who succeeded 

Dan Donovan in 2015, previ-
ously represented por-
tions of  Westerleigh as 
Councilman from the 
49th District for six 
years and following that, 
as U.S. Congressman 
from 2009-11.

And in all that time, 
and in all those posi-
tions, Morrell said, 
“Mike McMahon came 
through for this community.”

It is a responsibility that 
McMahon takes seriously – 
and wants to continue.

“I believe you have to fight 
for your community,” he said 
in his opening remarks to the 
crowd of  60-plus in the Im-
manuel Union Church hall. 
“And the District Attorney’s 
office is a powerful platform 
to continue to fight.”

It’s the reason, he said, that 
he left a lucrative law practice 
to return to public service: to 
battle the things that threaten 

our community and our way 
of  life, and to protect and 
serve the people of  this bor-
ough.

According to the D.A. he 
has focused his crime-fighting 
efforts along three fronts:

1) Combating street 
crime. To spearhead his as-
sault, he established a Trials 
Bureau. Before this, McMa-
hon said, his office tried any-
where from eight to 24 cases 

a year; since the establishment 
of  the Bureau, those cases 
have tripled. 

“We need to send a mes-
sage to criminals,” the D.A. 
said. “We think this is best 
way to do it.”

He has also targeted guns, 
with the creation of  an anti-
violence unit, which tracks 
the use and existence of  guns 
through “Shot Spotter,” a 
device that listens for the 
sounds of  gunfire and alerts 
police who no longer have to 
wait until someone calls them 

to re-
port the 
shots. It 
is now 
in the 
120th 
and 121st Precincts, and soon 
will spread to the others on 
Staten Island. He also created 
the “Cease Fire” program, 
which enables his office to 
pursue those people commit-
ting gun crimes more aggres-

sively, while at the same 
time increasing the num-
ber of  detectives dealing 
with street crimes.

2) Dealing with 
domestic violence.  
Staten Island, according 
to McMahon, has seen 
the largest percentage 
increase in domestic vio-
lence of  any borough, as 

well as the number of  deaths 
related to these crimes. To 
deal with this epidemic, the 
D.A. has set up a “Victim Ad-
vocates Unit,” whose primary 
focus is to support the victims 
of  domestic violence. He also 
established a Family Justice 
Center (Staten Island was the 
only borough not to have 
one) to aid in this effort.  “We 
initially will see an increase in 
these cases as these units will 
result in more cases reported 
to authorities, but  eventually 
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Beginning this year Con 
Ed will be replacing all 

electric meters with a “smart 
meter” which will allow the 
utility to read the meter re-
motely. In addition to remote 
meter reading the smart 
meter will be able to transmit 
information about power out-
ages and service interruptions 
to the utility instantly. 

Beyond that, consumers 
will be able to access infor-

mation about their energy 
usage such as daily consump-
tion and options like high-
bill alerts. An app for smart 
phones will be provided 

should a consumer wish to 
use one.

Homeowners will be noti-
fied by postcard and letter 
as to when the installation 
will take place. There will 
be a brief  pause in service 
(at most 15 minutes) while 
the new meter is installed. A 
reminder will be left at the 
entrance to the residence 
reminding the owner to reset 
clock and other appliances.•

Smart Electric Meters Are Coming!

they will help the number 
of  these incidents to de-
crease.”

3) The opioid cri-
sis.  Staten Island, to the 
surprise of  no one, is in 
the grips of  this scourge, 
and has been for some 
time. Previously, McMa-
hon said, overdoses had 
been treated as accidental 
deaths, resulting in no follow-
up investigations.  Now, he 
said, he has established an 
“Overdose Response Initia-
tive,” which allows the D.A. 
and the NYPD to treat those 
incidents as a criminal inves-
tigation. It is already, he said, 
“reaping rewards,” with an 
increase in arrests of  deal-
ers. It has also enabled those 
agencies to realize that the 
number of  deaths attributed 
to drug overdoses is substan-
tially higher than previously 
thought. 

This has led to an increase 
in treatment centers to com-
bat this plague, as well as a 
spike in the amount of  funds 
needed to continue the fight.

Such actions – and the ac-
companying success rates in 
dealing with the opioid crisis 
– have caused the other bor-
oughs to take note and copy 
the Island blueprint.

And, McMahon said, it 
hasn’t stopped there: a “Hope 
Initiative,” to help those ar-
rested and steer them to get-
ting help has also been estab-

lished. “We want to change 
our image from Heroin 
Island to Island of  Hope,” 
he said.

McMahon mentioned 
a number of  other new 
policies and directives he 
has overseen, including a 
Veterans Court, an Animal 
Cruelty Prevention Unit, 
a Community Partnership 

Program and an Economic 
Crime Unit to aid business 
owners. All of  this was pos-
sible, he pointed out, because 
he was able to secure a 35 
percent increase in the bud-
get, which was woefully un-
derfunded when compared to 
the other boroughs.

Before taking questions 
from the audience, McMahon 
repeated his pledge to serve 
the community. “I still have 
the passion and dedication,” 
he said, “to make our commu-
nity better.” •

Continued from page 2



Important Numbers
* U.S. Congress, NY District 11
   Dan Donovan: 718-351-1062
* NYS Senate, District 24
   Andrew Lanza: 718-984-4073
* NYS Assembly, District 63
   Michael Cusick: 718-370-1384
* NYS Assembly , District 61
   Matthew Titone:  718-442-9932
* SI Borough President 
   James Oddo : 718-816-2000
* NYC Council, District 49
   Debi Rose: 718-556-7370
* NYC Council, District 50
   Steven Matteo: 718-980-1017
* Staten Island District Attorney 
   Michael McMahon: 718-876-6300
* 120th Precinct: 718-876-8500
* 121th Precinct: 718-697-8700
* Community Board 1: 718-981-6900
* P.S.30: 718-442-0462
* I.S. 51: 718-981-0502

WIS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Annual Dues:

Resident Membership $10 ___  Associate Membership $20  ___

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
E-Mail: _____________________________________
Phone # (optional): ________________________

if renewing: Membership # _______________  
 (the number on the upper left of  mailing label)

Please mail this form with your check made payable to the Westerleigh 
Improvement Society, P.O. Box 140-043, Staten Island, NY 10314

Westerleigh Improvement Society, Inc 
Email us at: wis_si@yahoo.com
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